Hooked on magic as a child, Craig shares talents

i

Usfards furvem Crasg bas immed o child-
houd lascination with mugle bstv 2 caeeer,

BY JOYCE KELLY

1mals STAPY R e
OXFORD — Master Magiolun
Steven Cralg ls adept of nmany fofms
of his art: sleight of hand, mind-
roudhg fricks and rope tricks,

He can twist balloons lnio the

shape of hat, falry wings, crowns
nnd Jewelry

But the greafest magic he per-
Torrms, his said, is putting « smils on
fnoe of a child,
Anf that's exactiy whnt he's been
dnf.m foor the lnst Bpodd years
For thy 12th consecutive yaur
new, Crade spept July 4 deliphting
chiidren af 1he Mussimm of Sclencn
in Bostan,

wes nbout the age o the children he
vmnrmh:x

t #, Craig hecame fascinated
wmn.hem But Craig really got on
Tl way when, al 12, his firthes 4 col-
lege professar; hrought home a st
dent of his who Knew maghc.

aboat magie, and showid him g fow
tricks,
1-'was hooked,” sajd Cralg.

More than 25 years knter, he is stil]
doing magic wnd jsarning new

beciime mote interestod in et

bk his sdlences, creating sto
ries nround the oo, for exampls,
rather than the mechanios of
nagic.

Craty addad that the best part of
hils job Is really the snbieTainment
anpect, being able w ovoke respons.

8 from s sdie
Chiiling hetween tl iges of 3.7,
for example. =0 e he's per
magic — “That's the fi

par,” sald Opate,

“Fhay're et 0 belg silly
and galiing you whar you fmow” he
sald, “They get mctted about welling
me whnt's ;&ul.m: ot

Crulg will give the Idds a ballbon,
for imstanee, ol i w i defste only

wihion thay biold 1t atwd thoyll thinik
s hysterdoal,

Tokds that mge also bove fairy taley,
Cralg wid

50 he'll have them oot oul
story such a8 one abolit o Wizard
and & princess, dressing them up
with wings and crowns made of
ballopns

CHder kidw, from about 15, ho
sakd, Wamt to know how tricks are
done, so Cradg will split his time
hetween doing the show and giv

log & workshop,
Cralyg suggesied that kids with
0 strong interest In learning

magle ean learn more by reading
books, watching videos, and espe-
cially by joining a mogician

with many

eroup such ws the ohe ho belongs,
t, The Intertations]

Brotherhood of Magicians.

The TEM Iy & nétwork of magl-
clans, whers both new and exps.
rienced magictans can sk gues.
tions, shire tips, use 1is websits,
el ks part in conyeniions,

At thetr annual copvention, he
sabd. “Vou'll fnd magicians talk.
g tll the wee hours of the
morplng, sharing tips and tajl-
ing about the Jectures and
shows™

When an IBM may
reached o cortain level of mum
Crntg said, they can apply for the
alite group to which he belongs—
Tha Order of Mortin.

af
both chuﬂ.rm and adults in cor-

H the rope length trick.
eusuu T
fior exzumple. to teach kids sbout

safsty

Just like the threes ropes,
which are of different siees, but
become equal In length,

ench is novessary fo aohisve thi
sald,

, Crai
Mdluumuy, b salbd, "It com-
bines the message with the
Al

Cridg mlso uses his magic
skills w help kids develop self

Estm.
When o child becomes inter-

High Five.
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